It is important to check with the travel agencies or the Internet in order to obtain the best
travel rates for travel to the convention. As a reward for a good year, the SAM Advisor may
encourage the President to have his or her team leave one day early for the conference. Getting
in the night before the convention allows one extra day to rest and practice for the case. Other
advisors bring their teams in on the first day of the convention. Students are tin,d from travel,
plus many of them stay up late. As advisors, one must remember that this trip is not all business.
This trip is the culmination of a year's hard work. Advisors may take slides of the entire trip and
use them to promote the next year's conference.
Some schools choose to drive to the conference. If the location is close, there does not
seem to be a problem. However, if it is far, why drive for fifteen hours to get there? Further,
one can envision potential legal problems with students renting cars, assuming liability for their
colleagues' safety, and having a car to drive at the conference site. Although a matter of
personal preference, students should be encouraged to make their own way to the airport, get on
a plane, have a van pick them up, and return them to the airport after the last day of the
conference. In this manner, the airlines and the van companies assume the liability.
As a professional organization, it is important not to condone underage drinking. This
particular problem can be controlled if the SAM faculty advisor has established a good
relationship with the students.
With regard to the dispensing of SAM funds for airfare, hotel, conference fees, and van
service, .not all of this money is due at once. For example, one can obtain a group rate on an
airline if travelling in a group of ten, and one need only put a small deposit down in advance,
usually in December. Total airfare is normally due one month before the conference. The
conference fee must be paid early in order to take advantage of lower rates. The fee for the
conference center/hotel is not due until the departure from the event, and van service requires
payment on arrival. This means that all of the fundraising does not have to be finished by a
certain date. JI necessary, one can hold a fundraiser in March to pay off the hotel and van bills.
Much of the material in this section has been tried successfully. Advisors are strongly
encouraged to look upon their terms as SAM Faculty Advisors as positive ones. If there are any
further questions about how to advise a SAM student chapter, please contact SAM International
Headquarters.
If there are further questions about SAM or if additional information is needed, you may
contact us at sam@samnational.org.
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